able detail and based on the practice of the Glasgow units. Generally the type of detail available will not appeal to medical students, the physiological explanations being too naive and unsatisfying; but in a book of this size oversimplification is inevitable. This will leave the staff nurse, now filling a highly technical role in the intensive treatment units, with a vast quantity of factual knowledge to assimilate without the basic physiological background to make the task logical, even with the appendices.
The diagrams are generally simple and good, but some are confusing, e.g. the open-ended cave on page 37. The half-tone illustrations in the text are of poor quality, though those on the inserted special paper pages are of high standard.
One final plea: it is time even for clinicians to use recent anatomical terminology -the last major revision was over thirty years ago, long before the specialties described had developed.
IAN M HILL
The Birth of Pencillin and the disarming microbes by Ronald Hare pp 236 illustrated £3 3s London: George Allen and Unwin 1970 Professor Hare has been actively engaged in bacteriological research since 1924 and during this time has been associated with the departments in which some of those discoveries which have most affected our lives have beQn made. In this book he describes the background against which penicillin was discovered and the introduction of penicillin and sulphonamides into clinical use. Particularly vivid is his description of the department of the Wright Fleming Institute where Fleming worked. He also tells us about his work with Colebrook on streptococcal puerperal infection carried out at Queen Charlotte's Hospital and the setting up of one of the early penicillinproducing plants.
As well as describing these events Professor Hare also reports some of his experiments in which he has studied the conditions under which penicillin was discovered, and he shows us that its discovery was due to a remote chanceand the ability to appreciate that chance when it occurred.
These events are in themselves extremely interesting but are rendered more so by the author's enthusiasm, his active and kindly interest in people and his keen eye for the humour of a situation.
This book will be of interest to many doctors, whether they have a special knowledge of bacteriology or not and will also provide them with a greater appreciation of the development of some ofthe drugs which they use regularly. The appearance of a second edition of this textbook, first published in 1958, will be warmly welcomed. It has been much missed, being the only book of its kind.
Professor Jelliffe has been faced with an enormous task which he has surely made more diffiut for himself by enlisting a team of as many as 79 contributors. The result, inevitably, is patchy with a considerable amount of overlap between sections.
Much of Jelliffe's wisdom is available in the opening chapters on child health. Separate sections in this part of the book are by Cicely Williams, Paget Stanfield and others. With su-ch experienced workers as Jelliffe, Williams and Stanfield, what increased value there would have been if they alone had tackled this general section, and if they had pooled their ideas into one combined whole.
There are excellent chapters on skin diseases, eye diseases, malaria, leprosy and yaws by single authors, but it is in the sections with multiple authors that difficulties arise. The chapter on diarrhoeal diseases consists of 7 sections by 8 authors; but even this does not complete the subject, since salmonella infections are repeated elsewhere in the book by another author, under 'enteric fevers'. Chagas' disease is described separately by two different authors.
The other difficulty facing the editor has been to balance the amount of space devoted to common and to rare disorders. This balance shows its greatest upset in the chapter on the respiratory system, divided into a 9j-page general section and a 6-page section on paragommiasis.
Jelliffe's greatest contribution is to have made sure the book did not die. It is hoped that he is now working on the next edition with a drastically reduced number of contributors and a ruthless editorial pen. The removal of repetitious illustrations will also help the essential reduction in size.
In the next edition the geographical incidence of disease, touched on by several authors, could be concentrated in one section. A section on the anatomical and physiological variations in children from different ethnic groups, mentioned by some of the contributors, would be of inestimable value.
Jelliffe is outstanding in his work for the health of children in the tropics. The importance of the subject has never been more widely appreciated, and the need for this book and its succeeding editions never more pressing.
HUGH JOLLY
